E South

Borough Council

Minutes of Cabinet

Meeting date Wednesday, 21 February 2024

Committee members Councillors Paul Foster (Chair), Aniela Bylinski Gelder
present: (Vice-Chair), Jacky Alty, James Flannery, Clare Hunter and

lan Watkinson

Officers present: Chris Sinnott (Chief Executive), Chris Moister (Director of

Governance), Gayle Wootton (Director of Planning and
Property), Adam Nickson (Head of Property and
Development) and Coral Astbury (Democratic and Member
Services Officer)

Other attendees: Councillors Deborah Ashton, Mathew Forshaw,

Keith Martin, Pete Pillinger, Elaine Stringfellow,

Caleb Tomlinson, Kath Unsworth and Paul Wharton-
Hardman and Jane Bell, James Gleeson, Michael Green,
Lesley Pritchard, Phil Smith, Emma Stevens, Karen Walton
and Haydn Williams (attended virtually)
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68

69
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7

72

A video recording of the public session of this meeting is available to view on You
Tube here

Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from Councillor Matthew Tomlinson.
Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.

Minutes of meeting Wednesday, 17 January 2024 of Cabinet
Resolved: (Unanimously)

That the minutes of the last meeting are agreed as a correct record for signing by the
Chair.

Cabinet Forward Plan
Resolved: (Unanimously)
That the forward plan be noted.

Refurbishment of Longton Play Area
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The Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member (Neighbourhoods and Waste), Councillor
Aniela Bylinski Gelder presented a report that sought authorisation to award the
contract to complete the refurbishment and renewal work at Longton Play area.

The park would be the fourteenth play area refurbished and would provide a better,
safer experience for residents.

Members on Cabinet commented on the specification of the park noting that the
accessibility and equipment was of high quality.

Resolved: (Unanimously)

To award the contract for refurbishing Longton Play Area on School Lane, Longton
to Playsound Ltd for a fixed price of £120,000 following a tender exercise carried out
in accordance with the Council’s procurement processes.

Reasons for recommendations:

The current capital programme includes several play areas identified for
improvement. Longton Play Area has funds allocated in the programme for this
financial year. This report is required to award the contract to the highest scoring
bidder to complete the project.

Other options considered and rejected:

The option of doing nothing and leaving the site in its current condition or carrying
out partial refurbishment works were rejected as the site is now over 20 years old
and in need of full refurbishment. This will provide quality facilities that meet modern
standards for design and accessibility.

73 Revenue Budget Monitoring Report Q3

The Leader of the Council, Councillor Paul Foster presented a report that set out the
revenue and reserves forecast for 2023/24 for the Council, based on the position as
at 31 December 2023.

Councillor Foster explained that there had been a projected overspend of £750,000
which had now reduced to £19,000 although there had been budgetary pressures
such as inflationary costs and high utility rates.

Members on Cabinet had also been working closely with Directors to understand
reasons for budget movement within Directorates and how this can be resolved for
the next budget.

Resolved: (Unanimously)

To note the 2023/24 forecast outturn for revenue and the level of reserves, based on
the position as at 31st December 2023.

To note the virements made to and from the revenue budget during the year, as
detailed in Appendix 2 of the report.
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Reasons for recommendations:
To ensure the Council’s budgetary targets are achieved.
Other options considered and rejected:

None, it is a requirement to report quarterly on the Revenue Budget monitoring and
Reserves.

74 Capital and Balance Sheet Monitoring Report Q3
The Leader of the Council, Councillor Paul Foster presented a report that outlined
the financial position of the Council in respect of the capital programme at 31
December 2023. Highlighting key issues and explaining key variances, and provides
an overview of various elements of the Council’s Balance Sheet as at 31 December
2023.

Councillor Foster explained that movement was expected in the Capital Programme
due to projects starting or finishing later than expected.

Members noted the three programmes which had slippage.

Resolved: (Unanimously)

To approve the revised capital programme as attached at Appendix A, which
includes approved amendments to the programme, detailed at point 12 of this report,

since the last Capital Monitoring report was approved by Cabinet in November 2023;

To note the variations to the programme, (which are detailed, by scheme, at
Appendix B and referenced within the body of the report);

To note the position in the Balance Sheet Monitoring section of the report in respect
of cash, investment and loan balances, and debtors as at 31st December 2023;

Reasons for Recommendations:
To ensure the Council’'s Capital Programme is monitored effectively.
Alternative Options Considered and Rejected:

None, it is a requirement to report quarterly on the Capital and Balance Sheet
budget monitoring.

75 Exclusion of Press and Public
Resolved: (Unanimously)
To exclude the press and public for the following items of business on the ground
that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 3

of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.

76 Leyland Town Deal - Project Update Presentation
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Members received a presentation that sought to provide an update on the progress
of Leyland Town Deal. Including site works, design update and procurement.

77 Jubilee Gardens Project Update - Presentation
Members received a presentation that sought to provide an update on the progress

of Jubilee Gardens. Including key milestones, construction works and deliverables
over the next twelve months.

Chair Date

Cabinet Wednesday 21 February 2024



